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Programming languages are at the confluent of the four notions of computer science: those of algorithm, machine, language and information. And learning how to write a short program is often the key to achieve some kind of autonomy in computer science.

Yet, teaching the principles of programming languages is sometimes thought as difficult. We shall discuss in this talk how the principles of programming languages can be taught and in particular the notions we should focus on in such a course and those we can safely ignore.
